Prostitution in Europe
rushed, so that the nominal period is by no means entirely devoted to the business in hand.
What is the value of each of the types of medical inspection above described? The question must be subdivided for answer; we must inquire as to the general effect of sanitary inspection of women on participation in irregular sexual indulgence on the part of men; as to the utility of each of the methods in reference to the women subjected to them, respectively; as to the effect of police control of inscribed women on the sanitary habits of the non-inscribed; finally, as to the incidence of venereal disease, its fluctuations and their relation to sanitary control of prostitutes.
Continental Europe, as I have pointed out in a previous chapter, traditionally condones incontinence on the part 6i the male sex. No single cause accounts for this phenomenon; but certainly among the most important factors is not only the existence of a powerful instinct in man, but also the extent to which its indulgence is facilitated by the low social status of woman. This attitude was incorporated in, not originally due to, regulatory systems of dealing with prostitution. The continental attitude towards prostitution and all the machinery developed in connection with handling it, both from the police and the sanitary sides, were undoubtedly not orginally the cause, but the result, of an indulgent attitude towards the male sex, on the one hand, and a disregard of woman's dignity, on the other.
Once instituted, however, the system itself became a factor in perpetuating the conditions out of which it sprang. The existence of regulation amounts to a con-
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